
RAFFLESIAN IN LONDON 
To most people, the chance to 

spend two weeks in London would seem 

like something out of a dream. I was 

fortunate enough to have my dream 

come true. A few months ago, I left for 

the fabled ci ty to attend the 23rd 

London International Youth Science 

Fortnight as one of Singapore's two 

representatives. I was overjoyed at 

the prospect yet at the same time 

apprehensive as it meant sacrificing not 

only two weeks of precious term time 

but also my place on the School Debate 

team (right in the middle of the series 

too! ) . However, the sacrifices were 

well worth it — those two weeks were 

among the most enjoyable in my life. 

The London International Youth 

Science Fortnight is an annual event 

organised by the Council for 

International Contact to allow young 

people of the same age group with 

an interest in science to meet and 

exchange ideas and views. The 

participants are taken to a series of 

lectures by eminent speakers and 

specialists in their fields as well as on 

visits to scientific establishments and 

research centres. In addit ion, excursions 

to tourists spots and tickets for theatres 

and concerts were also made available. 

I arrived in London on the very 

morning of the Royal Wedding and for 

that very reason, missed the entire 

proceedings (much to my dismay) as I 

was travelling f rom the airport to 

College Hall, one fo the three Halls of 

Residence in the University of London 

where participants would stay for the 

Fortnight. Accomodation was adequate 

and comfortable and I settled in nicely. 

I d idn' t lack for company, of course; 

there were over 300 participants f rom 

24 other countries, many of whom were 

to become good friends of mine by the 

end of the fortnight. 

The lectures, seminars and forums 

which we attended ranged in content 

f rom "The Chemistry and Ar t of 

Fireworks" — showing us the different 

colours, sounds and effects obtained 

from different chemicals, together wi th 

the 'recipes' for your own homemade 

fireworks — to "Some Modern Space 

Research" — detailing the European 

Space Agency's mission to study 

Halley's Comet in 1985 — to "Genetic 

Engineering" — describing how the 

process is actually carried at, the results 

that can be obtained (which are often 

far less hectic than imagined) and the 

possible uses of the technique in curing 

diseases — to " the Role of the Scientist" 

— should he remain a detached, 

objective researcher or does he have a 

moral right and obligation to take 

responsibility for his work? Participants 

were given plenty of opportuni ty to ask 

questions, and raise points. Al l the 

speakers were eloquent, w i t t y and 

articulate and in general, the sessions 

gave us all a valuable insight into the 

workings and latest developments in 

the wor ld of science today. One's 

personal programme of scientific visits 

and lectures was determined by one's 

preference as indicated on the 

application fo rm. As my own choice 

had been medicine and biology, I was 

taken to such places as the Department 

of Forensic Medicine, London Hospital 

— a thoroughly gruesome and gory place 

which somehow appealed at the same 

time to one's sense of the morbid. 

We were shown slides in lurid colour 

of decomposing bodies and close-ups 

of wounds and injuries. Later, methods 

of forensic investigation were 

demonstrated and several specimens e.g. 

skulls, preserved organs and the like 

were shown to us. I also visited the 

British Museum (Natural History) and 

marvelled at the strange, wonderful 

specimens from all corners of the wor ld 

and periods of t ime, which I had only 

read or heard of t i l l then. Our social life 

was by no means neglected. No less than 

three dances were held for us, complete 

wi th flashing lights and all the test 

in dance music. In addit ion, an 

International Evening was held where 

participants f rom different countries 

would go up onto the stage to perform a 

song or item native to their country. 

The Singaporeans came up with 'Chan 

Mali Chan' which was surprisingly 

well-received (considering its lack of 

success over here) and won us a fair 

amount of praise (perhaps everyone was 

simply being polite). Other items 

included a colourful dance item by the 

South Koreans, a hilarious sketch by the 

British satirising Britannia and some 

rousing choruses from the Scots and the 

Irish. The audience often got up and 

joined in the singing and dancing — 

altogether, a most merry evening. 

Despite the packed programme, we 

had plenty of free t ime to roam about 

the city and do some sightseeing and 

shopping (as much as my pocket 

allowed, of course). I spent many happy 

hours gazing at the Crown Jewels in the 

Tower of London, deciphering tomb 

inscriptions at Westminster Abbey, 

shuddering at the Chamber of Horrors 

in Madam Tussaud's, studying the 

Egyptian mummies at the British 

Museum, admiring the Old Master's at 

the National Gallery, browsing through 

the bric-a-brac of Covent Garden, and 

sighing wistful ly in the myriad shops 

along Oxford Street and doing many 

other things, yet I d idn' t finish even half 

of what I wanted to see!! I was also able 

to visit the West End with its excellent 

theatres. Contrary to popular opinion, 

London is still a warm, friendly and 

safe c i ty . There were no crazed rioters, 

bloodthirsty criminals or depraved 

psychotics roaming the streets. I 

wandered round London after dark 

wi thout the slightest mishap. Even 

Soho - that "den of i n iqu i t y " — is a 

fairly harmless place. To be sure, one 

meets some unusual-looking characters 

along the streets but most of these are 

just ordinary people on their way to a 

Andre and Friends in London 

party or disco. What I enjoyed m 

about the for tn ight though, were 

friends whom I made while I was the 

It's wonderful to make friends o 

breakfast and dinner, to discuss proje 

that you've both undertaken and fi 

that you both had the same ideas, 

f ind someone living on the same side 

the wor ld who has the same likes a 

dislikes as you and discover that peo 

are really all the same, no matter wh 

they come f rom. It's surprising t 

although I disapprove of South Afric 

aparthied policies and the Northi 

Ireland situation, yet some fo 1 

friendliest and most amiable people 

met were f rom those very countri 

When you become friends, all barri 

and differences disappear. That abc 

sums up the message and objective 

the Fortnight and in that respect, 

was an overwhelming success. T 

weeks passed all too quickly and soor 

was time to come home. I was eager 

get back but the thought of leavi 

London and my newly found frier 

made me more than a l itt le sad. Stil 

am grateful that I was able to mi 

them all and attend the 23rd Lond 

International Youth Science Fortnigh 
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DAUGHTERS 

OF RAFFLES 

Girls may not equal the boys in 

terms of physical strength, but we are 

always equal to them in one aspect — 

our loyalty to the school. 

The Pre-U school is as much 

the girls' as it is the boys', and it is 

equally our duty and responsibility 

to support Rl whenever the need 

arises. Raffles has after all, given us 

so much — well-balanced education wi th 

excellent facilities; we are trained to 

become top-calibre all rounders — not 

only excelling in the academic f ield, but 

also in extra curricular activities. 

We, like the boys, want to keep 

the school flags f ly ing high. We hope to 

keep up the traditions of the school. 

By the end of 1981, the Pre-
University port ion of the school wi l l 

have to move to the IE grounds to form 

the new Raffles Junior College. Much 

wil l have to be done in preparation for 

this significant move. For even though 

the student body of Raffles Institut ion 

wil l be residing at two places — namely: 

Grange Road and Paterson Road — our 
chief objectives wi l l remain unchanged. 

We are still the children of Raffles, 

striving to keep up his good name. We 

are still under the motivation of not 

only gaining knowledge and experiences 

for ourselves, but also to share these 

experiences of joy and sometimes of 

sorrow wi th others. 

The girls wi l l have much to do. 

The general population of a Jun 

College for one standard is usua 

about 800, doubling the present Pre 

One populat ion. This wi l l mean t 

there wil l also be a more proport ion; 

number of girls and boys; unlike t 

present situation at Rl . 

The Pre-U One girls, being 1 

pioneers of RJC, must be one a 

united, so as to form a strong, so 

foundation of girls, capable of leadi 

the new girls entering RJC and t 

school, on a road to t r iumph. 

Academically, there is not mu 

more we can do, but in the field 

ECA, we have to make a big effort. V 

need to have strong teams of girls 

the sports f ield, for example, basketba 

netball, softball, squash, badminto 

swimming and any game which y 

can th ink of. We require experiena 

and sufficient players in each sport 

that they wi l l be able to coach ar 

take in next year's new girls in the 

teams. 

The present number of gi 

involved in sports is not enough. V 

need many more so as not to I 

outnumbered by the newcomers. 

We welcome all suggestions ar 

comments f rom all al l, including the b 

— who doubtless, already have plans 

their own. 

Chan Chen Y 

Feminine Eye Chan Chen Ye 
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