
THE 

MAKING 

OF A 

MUGGER 

A new student of Raffles 
t i tu t ion wi l l undoubtedly 
over a rat race among the 

dents. It is not at all sur-
ing that the new student 
sciously gets dragged into 
race itself. 

To begin w i t h , the Secondary 
e boy acquires one of the 
ic facts of learning:- re-
rch in the library. The 
yclopaedia section of the 
ool l ibrary proves to be 
st popular wi th the enthu-
tic young researcher and 
te often he can be seen 
rossing in books half as big 
himself. Books become his 
le and certain passages mere 
yers. In a way, the young 
gger is receiving a training 
onymous to reciting the 
ran. Nevertheless, this aspect 
mugging is not advisable in 
her studies. By the end of 

year, after the exami-
ions, the results not only 
vide an 'eye-opener' for the 
sification of muggers and 

brains, but also a 'brain-
ner' to encourage the better 
ization of the brain. 
A general pattern of a ma-
y, often termed mugging 
er can be drawn out quite 

clearly. Around June and Oct
ober, the epidemic begins and 
is extremely contagious. The 
reason why this 'disease' is 
contracted so easily during 
these two seasons (incidently 
they coincide w i th the monsoon 
seasons) is obvious to everyone. 
Symptoms of this curious 
malady vary w i th the indi
vidual, but 'hibernation' or the 
sudden withdrawal f rom school 
and its activities, is a distinct 
characteristic. 

With time the effects of the 
'epidemic' become visible. The 

head grows bigger to store 
more facts, the ears grows larger 
to absorb more information 
and the mouth grows wider 
to speak more f luent ly. Spec
tacles are an essential feature 
of a mugger and the thickness 
of the lenses can be a measure 
of the degree of aff l ict ion 
of the mugging fever. However 
not all muggers are bespec
tacled. Some learn to preserve 
their eye-sight after mugging 
medical journals about the eye. 
(Here is a t ip — Stop mugging 
for long periods in a stretch. 
Relax your eyes more often). 

To identify a mugger, take a 
good look at h im or her and 
diagnose for. the disease des
cribed above. Since there are 
always exceptions to the rule, a 
conf i rmatory test is required. 
Observe the specimen's bio
logical clock and you wi l l 
discover the nocturnal mugging 
activities of a mugger! 

The Observer. 

irit of 

achievement ? 

re you a Rafflesian wi th-
the Rafflesian spirit? If so, 
you not sometimes feel 

rself characteristically in-
gruous in the midst of all 
flesians? 
t is the 'Rafflesian Spir i t ' 
t characterizes the true 
flesian. Though this may 
something abstract and in-
gible, yet, it has to be con
ed tha tnone other than this 
r i t ' is accountable for what 
school is today. We may 
notice i t , but it is this 

it tha i binds us together, 
ing us work in collabora-

w i th a common goal in 
d: striving for a better age. 

This spirit becomes a part 
us w i thou t our being aware 
it as we get enveloped in the 
losphere of the Rafflesian 
rld. Not only does the 
fflesian spir i t ' abide w i th us 
the classrooms, but also, its 
sence on the sports grounds 
nmistakable. In the class

s, we are indefatigable 

'bookworms' , each spurned by 
the spirit to scale that topmost 
rung of the academic ladder. 
On the school track, none 
cannot be convinced that the 
'Rafflesian spirit ' sprints away 
w i th the schools' athletes and 
that each match won is the 
victory of the school, backed 
by the irrepressible 'Rafflesian 
spirit ' . 

Losses are sometimes in
evitable, but each of us must 
be aware that these only in
vigorate the spirit towards the 
achievement of a more scin
ti l lating victory. We have learnt 
to accept losses as we accept 
victories, and it is only natural 
that we don' t show the white 
feather. 

As a binding element, the 
'Rafflesian spirit ' helps to pro
mote that fraternity amongst 
all Rafflesians, thus laying the 
framework for the establish
ment of harmony and co. 
operation. 

The 'Rafflesian spir i t ' cau
tions us into upholding the 
traditions of the school and 
living up to the prestigious 
popularity that the school has 
secured through years of hard 
work and dedication. Thus 
one sees no advantage in 
violating the rigid set of dis
ciplinary rules set down by the 
school, if one is to project the 
image of a Rafflesian as one 
to be admired. 

How many of you have 
stopped to ponder over the 
significance of this 'Rafflesian 
spir i t ' then? Without i t , the 
school w i l l not still be throbb
ing w i th life and activity after 
a century and a half. 

THE ECHO 

by the w a y . . . 
If anyone should remark 

that this batch of Pre-U 1 
girls is somewhat lacking in 
spirit and enthusiasm, he should 
also say that they are rather 
lacking in numbers as well. 
As a minor i ty , they are both 
quiet and conservative. Quiet, 
because they are rather over
whelmed by sheer numbers. 
However, girls do not give up 
the battle for recognition in 
class and in school! 

There also seems to be a 
tacit understanding that the 
girls are more sensible, in
dustrious and quiet than boys. 
No one has yet tr ied to topple 
this axiom. The girls f ind that 
they are getting demure, more 
ladylike and staid. I suspect 
they are getting a bit repressed 
too. 

But all is not bleak. The 
first few months were perhaps 
the most painful, but now that 
these are over, they can readily 
launch themselves into action. 
Those that were involved in 
various activities at the be
ginning of the year wi l l have 
found that f rom the work and 
sharing of troubles and last 
minute hitches, came the un
expected help needed that made 
them a part of the school. 

A daily source of joy for 
many is the overhearing of 
juicy tales f rom the boys' bath-
rooms as sounds and singing 
are wafted over to the girls' 
side. This is better than 
Red if fusion. As this may cause 
a minor scandal over the other 
side, may I add the hope that 
this source of entertainment 
may not be hastily shut off. 

The habit of drying T-shirts, 
shorts and footbal l gear after 
P. E. on the f loor leaves much 
to be desired. Anyway, T-shirts 
hung on louvre panes ma ke 
tolerably good sun-screens in 
the morning. However, in windy 
weather, when one leans out of 
the door only to see a pair of 
black shorts gathering speed, 
whipping round the corner and 
out of sight (and the cry 
"Somebody's pants has been 
blown away" raised) does one 
wonder whether stringing out 
a clothes' line would be feasible. 

The attempt to make the 
study block pleasanter by the 
addit ion of potted palms and 
bougainvillea is commendable. 
The gardening society must be 
at it again. It takes a lot of 
hard work to help the lantanas 
grow and the cannas to bloom 
so wel l . 

Concerning the very poor 
response f rom the girls at sport
ing events, it must be re
membered that they do not 
play hockey, footbal l or rugger. 
The intricacies of the game are 
lost on them, as are the rules. 
They see, however, people 
doggedly jogging round the 
track in a light drizzle, and 
rolling on a muddy pitch. 
am sure w i th a l i t t le encourage
ment f rom the boys, they wi l l 
be quite prepared to cheer the 
school team on to victory. 

Some girls have remarked 
that the prefects are stricter 
w i th the girls about P. E. att ire, 
shoes and socks. It is true that 
the boys wear all kinds of 
shoes. I have seen simulated 
leather shoes, track shoes, tennis 
shoes and no shoes. 

As I wri te at this late date, 
I see the horr id reality of 
examinations in the distance. 
Work and play must alternate 
and the amusing things we see 
around us help to soften the 
frustrations and rigours of 
study. Indeed, " t o everything 
there is a season and a t ime to 
every purpose under the 
heaven." 

L IM SWEE KIM 

where have all the flowers gone ? 
Eight months have slipped 

through our fingers, and girls! 
I've yet to see even a little of 
that wonderful comradeship 
that I had such high hopes of 
seeing at the beginning of the 
year. The comradeship that 
should exist between you (Pre-
U One girls) and the boys 
(the Methuselahs' of Pre-U 
Two and our "fresh" faced 
Pre-U One class-mates). 

Yes, indeed! Eight whole 
months and hardly a sign of 
the situation changing for the 
better. We go through our daily 
routine: PE in the morning, 
followed by lessons, and then 
of course the much-awaited 
recess, followed by lessons 
again until 1 p.m. when the 
life-saving? bell goes. Even 
though ECA is an integral part 
of the Rafflesian life-style, it 
seems to have contributed little 
in bringing about a thaw bet
ween the boys and girls. 

Don't get me wrong, though! 
I'm not saying that the guys 
don't communicate with the 
girls at all; they do. But what 
I'm saying is that there seems 
to be an impenetrable barrier 
existing between the boys and 
girls which shouldn't be there 
at all. In fact, girls, I notice 

you still cling tenaciously to 
each other in tight cliques in 
the mornings and during recess. 
Relax. Keep your cool. I'm 
sure if you'd just hide your 
"keep of f sign, the guys 
would clamour to join in your 
fun and gossip. Am I not right, 
boys? I'm sure the thought of 
breaking into a united front 
scares you silly. So come on, 
girls, let's find the comrade
ship that should be an im
portant part of our life in RI. 

I'm sure even if we tried 
very hard, we wouldn't be able 
to find that many faults in the 
boys. After all, they are solid, 
dependable ,heardworkingRaffle-
sians, I hope. Remember too 
that they are as human as you 
and I are, so don't jump down 
their throats at the slightest 
fault, eh girls! 

We should accept them as 
our fellow Rafflesians (remem
ber they were here first) and 
humans, and not consider them 
as aliens of the apposite sex. 
After all, I just wonder what 
they consider us Pre-U One 
"freshies" to be. I'd hate to 
think it was anything adverse. 

Girls, you should "give 
chances lah", the boys are as 
unused to you as you as you 

are to them, I'm sure. Even 
when their behaviour tends to 
be ungentlemanly, to say the 
least, we shouldn't take it to 
heart and shrinkinto our shells. 
I'm sure if we could only adapt 
ourselves properly, the boys 
will prove to be pretty obliging 
and friendly people. So girls, I 
think we should take the ini
tiative and come out of this 
state of torpor into which we've 
entrenched ourselves. 

In writing this, I'm not 
saying that the atmosphere is 
absolutely stifling and unfriend
ly; after all, our prime purpose 
here is to study, but I just feel 
that we should put a little 
more "zing" into our everyday 
relationships with the boys. 

So girls, I do believe a little 
more friendliness from all 
quarters will help tilings along 
a great deal. So, why don't 
we try and see what we can do 
about it. 
A V A L I N A DONNA MEYER 

Ed's note: It is only fair to 
point out that the boy-girl 
relationship among the Pre-U 
ls has improved tremendously 
since this article was written. 

feminine eye 

low 




